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Celebrations

AFRIEND OF MINE TOOK A TAXI TO THE PLAZA RECENTLY TO MEET 
me after work. She gave the driver the hotel name in lieu of the address. 
When she asked if he knew where it was, he answered, “It’s The Plaza; 
how could you not know?” Here, that phrase echoes in the public spaces 
and grand entrance foyer. It seems to be the answer to a lot of the 
questions visitors ask and answer. It is the line in the movie Bride Wars, 
when Liz and Emma both are asked why they have to get married here: 
“It’s The Plaza,” they say in unison.

There is something magical about the transformation of The Grand 
Ballroom or Terrace Room into the site of a celebration. The Palm Court 
evokes memories of a milestone occasion celebrated with loved ones.  
The Rose Club is the perfect setting for an after-party or jazz-filled 
interlude. And Todd English sets up perfectly for a progressive reception, 
what Todd calls the “dine around” event: small plates and bars, laden  
with an abundance of food and signature cocktails.

Whether you are hosting an annual charity gala, a birthday celebration, 
or perchance your wedding, there is no other place to be. In this issue,  
we travel the landmarked spaces within our building, share tips for 
planning the perfect wedding, offer recipes for some of our signature 
items, and highlight pre-celebration to-do lists. Guests of The Plaza may 
not realize how many of the shops located here offer incredible expertise 
in wedding-related necessities.

Four couples who got married at The Plaza share their stories and some 
of the details that made each wedding unique and truly theirs. Whether 
you are celebrating a family birthday with tea in The Palm Court, an 
anniversary with jazz and cocktails in The Rose Club, or a catered affair  
in The Grand Ballroom, there is truly something here for everyone.
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12 to 9  
months 

Decide on the date and city for  
your big day and whether you  
want the ceremony and reception  
in separate locations.

Decide on a budget and  
determine your spending limits.

Create a wedding folder or  
inspiration board for all your bridal, 
lifestyle, fashion, beauty, design,  
and culinary and cocktail clippings. 

Begin researching photographers, 
bands, florists, and caterers and  
make notes in your folder.

You might have waited  
a lifetime to meet the right 

person, but the big day  
will be here before you  

know it, and nothing points  
to success like being well  

prepared. Even if you use an 
event planner, you will  

need to keep on top of all the  
details for your own sanity!

From post-engagement  
through to the honeymoon, 

here’s a rundown of key  
steps you’ll need to keep in 

mind as you count down  
to your wedding day.

The  
Ultimate  

Checklıst 
FROM ENGAGEMENT  

TO WEDDING DAY

Start the guest list beginning with 
your immediate family and friends,  
and add in necessary contact 
information.

Thinking about hiring a planner? 
Start researching and setting up 
interviews with your favorites.

Throw an engagement party, and 
remember to invite all those attendees 
to the wedding!

Insure your ring—better safe  
than sorry!

Come up with a beauty and fitness 
plan, and get serious about looking 
and feeling good.

Narrow down your wedding colors  
so you can start planning decor  
and floral needs.ph
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6  
months

Plan your honeymoon! Do your 
homework, and keep in mind seasonal 
constrictions, if any, on weather  
or activities in which you might want  
to take part.

Shop for bridesmaids’ dresses, 
allowing time for ordering and 
alterations.

Meet with the officiant and run 
through ceremony details. Confirm  
that you have all your documents  
in order for the wedding.

Select invitations, and don’t forget  
to send out save-the-date cards.

Book a florist and give them your 
wedding colors. Start thinking about 
what kind of bouquet you want.

Arrange transportation for the 
wedding party on the day of  
the wedding, and for the rehearsal  
dinner as well.

4 to 5  
months

Make a schedule of events for  
the big day and assign tasks to key 
wedding party members.

Book the ceremony rehearsal  
and the rehearsal dinner, and  
double-check your transportation 
needs for that day.

Meet some bakers, sample their 
wares, and order a cake as well as  
a cake knife if you need one!

Decide on formalwear for the guys—
tails, tuxedos, or suits—and confirm 
where they will be coming from.

Select a hairstyle you like and book 
hair and makeup artists not only  
for the wedding itself but also for  
a couple of trials ahead of time.

Book your honeymoon flights  
and hotel needs. If heading out  
of the country, confirm that  
your passports are current and 
whether you need shots or  
vaccinations for exotic locations.

8  
months

Reserve your venues for the ceremony 
and the reception, and make provisions 
for the weather, if outdoors.

Book your officiant for the ceremony, 
and schedule any marriage preparation 
classes, if required.

Hire the photographer and video- 
grapher, and start thinking about the 
photos and shots you want taken.

Book the entertainment for the 
reception and any music needs for  
the ceremony as well.

Meet caterers, sample their menus, 
and select one.

Take engagement photos and send 
out announcements to your home-
town paper.

Choose your wedding party and  
make a list assigning each person  
with day-of duties.

Purchase a dress, and keep in mind 
that you’ll need two to three fittings 
before the big day.

Reserve hotel rooms for out-of-town 
guests that are close to the reception 
venue.

Register for gifts, and remember  
to tell your guests! ph
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2 to 3  
months

Enjoy a bridal shower courtesy of  
your bridal party!

Finalize the menu and flowers now 
that you know what will be in season 
for both!

Contact family and friends to read  
at the ceremony or make toasts at  
the reception.

Purchase dress essentials like shoes, 
undergarments, wedding jewelry,  
a veil, and any other accessories.

Finalize events for the big day,  
and fill in all the vendors—from the 
entertainment to the baker!

Purchase your rings, taking into 
account time for resizing and 
engraving.

Take dance lessons to wow your 
guests with your Fred and Ginger 
moves!

Address and mail your invitations.

Choose music for the reception,  
and review the playlist with the 
entertainment.

Finalize your wedding vows,  
and check that your future Mr. or  
Mrs. has too!

Enjoy a bachelorette party courtesy 
of your maid of honor.

1  
month

Check your RSVPs, call those  
who haven’t responded, and start 
assigning seating.

Get your marriage license and  
order extra copies if you’ll be changing 
your name.

Send out the rehearsal-dinner 
invitations and reconfirm dinner 
details.

Print menu cards, as well as  
programs, escort cards, or place  
cards as needed.

Reconfirm your timeline with all  
your vendors as well as your hair  
and makeup stylists.

Reconfirm all transportation and the 
best routing to the rehearsal dinner, 
the ceremony, and the reception.

Purchase bridesmaid gifts,  
groomsmen gifts, and any other 
wedding favors.

1  
week 
Send the final guest list to the  
caterer and all venues hosting  
your wedding-related events, and 
reconfirm arrival times one last  
time with your vendors.

Confirm the timeline and day-of  
tasks with your wedding party,  
and make sure you have everyone’s  
contact information.

Pick up your dress and don’t forget 
the rings, as well as any last-minute 
accessories (like “something blue”). 

Get a manicure, pedicure, and, 
massage, and break in your shoes 
while you’re at it!

Pack for your honeymoon, and 
remember all your travel documents.

Afterward
Preserve your dress.

Write all your thank you notes.

Change your name on necessary 
documents.





The Plaza
The perfect place for all your wedding needs: 

from the engagement party and the  
rehearsal dinner on through the ceremony, 

reception, and after-party, The Plaza hosts  
all these occasions and more for the  

ultimate wedding weekend!
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BRIDAL  
CELEBRATIONS 
DAY & NIGHT

For many, tea at The Palm Court is 
the quintessential New York experi-
ence; so for the New York bride,  
a bridal luncheon or shower could 
happen at no better address. And if  
that shower has the time-honored 
simplicity of  a tea-party theme, always 
fashionable and in season, the  
fit could not be any more perfect!

With the grand feeling of  Central 
Park brought indoors through such 
garden elements as caning, large 
potted plants, and soaring palm trees,  
The Palm Court is warm and private,  
as well as grand and glamorous. 
Afternoon tea truly shines with a 
menu re-envisioned by Chef  Geoffrey 
Zakarian, ideally suited for an intimate 
gathering of  friends and family.

As traditions change, it is now 
completely acceptable for a family 
member to host a shower if  not the 
maid of  honor. The luncheon or 
shower takes place about two months 
before the wedding date, and invites 
are customarily sent out a month  
to six weeks in advance. It is also quite 
common for a bride to have more 
than one shower, so be careful not  
to duplicate guest lists!  

If  the evening hours call for a hen 
party, what better spot than the oval 
trellised bar that anchors the room, 
and will anchor your night too.  
The perfect place to start “happily 
ever after” celebrations.

THE PALM COURT
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Think of  your engagement party as 
the ultimate icebreaker, a time for key 
friends and family members from both 
sides of  the aisle to get acquainted—
chances are, they are going to be seeing 
or at least hearing from one another 
quite a lot in the next nine months or 
so leading up to the big day. 

Hosted by the bride’s parents, or 
cohosted by both sets of  parents, 
engagement party guests typically 

THE RULES  
OF ENGAGEMENT

THE ROSE CLUB

expect an invitation to the party, 
although sometimes it can be  
an opportunity for those who can’t  
make the wedding due to time  
or travel constraints to still feel like  
they are part of  the festivities. 

And festive it should be—no need for  
a formal five-course meal, unless that’s 
your thing! Engagement parties give 
couples the chance to show their inner 
circle who they are both separately and 
now together.

A great place to host a fun soirée is  
in The Rose Club. This swanky lounge 
overlooks the lobby and allows you  
a bird’s-eye view of  the gorgeous 
Baccarat chandeliers. Make it your own 
for the evening with a DJ or band. 
Passed hors d’oeuvres are always a 
good idea with an open bar. Bring the 
wedding process full circle by booking 
The Rose Club for your after-party  
the night of  the wedding!
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Although a long-established tradition, 
the only real requirement of  a rehearsal 
dinner is that it follow the wedding 
rehearsal. After that, all bets are off! 
Instead of  focusing on a family affair, 
switch it back to you—the couple. 
Better yet, dedicate it to the groom. 
After all, we know the wedding  
day spotlight falls on the bride!

Traditionally hosted by the groom’s 
parents, rehearsal dinners are the perfect 
time to invite all you love to give a toast, 
as well as hand out bridesmaid and 
groomsmen gifts. 

The Oak Room is the perfect venue for 
a rehearsal dinner for up to 120 guests 
the night before the wedding, and it’s so 
convenient, especially if  your rehearsal 
ceremony will be in The Terrace Room. 

Start the evening off  in The Oak Bar  
for a cocktail reception complete  
with passed hors d’oeuvres and classic 
cocktails. Then continue the party in  
the main room with a fabulous three-
course dinner. Enhance the New  
York feeling of  this iconic space with  
a great classic jazz band. The dark oak 
wood-paneled walls are a nice contrast 
to the gold and ivory grand ballroom 
that will dazzle the senses the next  
day, and are especially perfect if  you’ll  
be dedicating the evening to that special 
someone in your life. 

WELL  
 REHEARSED

THE OAK BAR & ROOM
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TODD ENGLISH FOOD HALL

The perfect spot for a fun Friday-night 
engagement party, the Todd English 
Food Hall can easily host 30 to 250 
guests. With an open kitchen and 
“action” food stations, where the food 
is prepared as you watch, the space 
lends itself  beautifully to an engaging 
communal and interactive vibe. 
Small-plate tasting menus set up 
reception style or on long communal 
tables can be customized to fit your 
party. And based on availability, you can 
arrange to have Chef  Todd English  
at your event. 

Set in a space replete with hanging pots 
and utensils, wine lockers, and lighting 
and candles, very little needs to be 
added to the Todd English Food Hall 
for decoration. It exudes the ultimate  
in fun and casual. You can customize  
the music, pipe in speeches, and  
play video or photo montages on easy- 
access screens. 

With cheese and charcuterie presented 
on six-foot wooden boards and 
sommeliers available to pour, the  
Todd English Food Hall is a great 
engagement party option, where you  
can mingle at ease knowing you’re  
in capable hands.

WELL  
 REHEARSED

 THE “ENGAGING” 
 TODD ENGLISH
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Your wedding day is a time to 
celebrate not only a union but 
also feeling good about who 
you are, inside and out. The 
Plaza gives the blushing bride 
every opportunity to look and 
feel her best, with advice from 
incredible health and beauty 
partners. Getting in shape for  
your wedding day is a great 
way to look amazing in your 
wedding dress and also  
harness confidence. Get your 
fitness and nutrition routine 
together now, and make  
the time to work out between  
all those planning meetings 
and cake tastings!

Preparing  
for the  

Big Day
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La Palestra on Nutrition  
and Exercise
“Working the entire body will give you the best results, even 
if  you’re only concerned with the parts your dress exposes, 
because shedding fat is not site specific. Don’t just do tricep 
exercises to eliminate the flabby arms.

Wedding Day Goals: Work with repetitions of  4 to 8 to  
build strength; work with repetitions of  8 to 12 to build mass.  
For muscular endurance, work with repetitions of  12 or more. 
Build your strength to burn off  fat. 

After every strength-training session, finish up with a 
20-minute mild to moderate cardio bout that is all about  
fat burn.

Work hard and feel great on your big day!” 

DAWN POIRIER, MFA, MS, NSCA-CPT  
Dietetic Intern and Exercise Specialist

“Before a workout, fuel with foods that are high in  
carbohydrates, moderate in protein, and low in fat and fiber. 
Ideas include fruit, toast, oatmeal, granola, or unsweetened 
dried fruit. 

When you’re done with your workout, aim for a meal or 
snack with a combination of  carbohydrates and at least  
10 to 15 grams of  protein. Examples include a veggie omelet 
with toast, nut butter and apple slices, low-fat Greek yogurt, 
hummus with raw veggies, or low-fat chocolate milk.

It is so important to stay hydrated. Buy a great reusable water 
bottle and have a goal in mind of  how many times you need 
to refill it. Throw in some lemon slices, cucumber slices, mint 
leaves, or berries to make your own infused water at home.

When you’re planning a wedding and trying to stay healthy, 
you need to have the right energy levels to get everything 
done. Make a point to eat a diet full of  colorful fruits and 
vegetables with as much variety of  produce on a daily basis  
as possible. Not only will consuming these foods help keep  
calories in check, but they will strengthen your immune 
system and keep you healthy from the inside out!” 

NICOLE LUND MPH, RD 
La Palestra Nutrition Manager and Exercise Specialist

GETTING IN SHAPE
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Indulge
After all that careful planning, on your 
wedding day you deserve to look 
gorgeous! And Caudalie and Skinney 
Medspa know just the way to make  
that happen.

Need a reason to indulge in a day of  
beauty? For the bride who needs some 
time to herself, a spa day is the perfect  
opportunity to recharge, reboot,  
and be ready for the big day ahead. 

Caudalie will customize all services for 
the bride. And for those who want to 
share some personal time, the couples room is perfect for  
the bride and her mother, sister, or best friend.

Need the perfect vinotherapie treatment the week of  your 
wedding? “You definitely want to exfoliate your body so you 
feel super smooth the day of. The Crushed Cabernet Scrub  
is the best solution. If  you feel like you need that extra 
squeeze, I’d also suggest the Contouring Concentrate Body  
Treatment. It’s an instantaneous slimming ritual!

For the face, the Vinoperfect Facial will give you that 
radiance-boosting extra glow, although I would not  
including extraction, to stay on the cautious side. We infuse  
the serum with the oxygen machine to leaving you feeling 
super refreshed!” 

REGINE BERTHELOT 
Caudalie North America Lead Esthetician

Start that checklist for a beautiful you well in 
advance of  your wedding day.

“I recommend starting a professional skincare 
regimen six months prior your wedding day.

At Skinney Medspa, we correct sun- 
damaged skin, reduce the appearance of  
cellulite and fat, and generally upkeep younger, 
better-looking skin for soon-to-be brides. 

I also recommend starting our photo facial 
technology. It helps tighten pores, eliminates 
dark spots, and takes away redness for a  
healthy glow. 

In a few months, your skin will look dramatically different. 
Four to five High-Tech Facials will tighten and tone your skin 
prior to your big day. Using our 30% SkinCeuticals Glycolic 
Mask, they leave your face glowing. This peel gently buffs 
away any skin impurities, leaving your skin dewy fresh. Our 
Microdermabrasion in a Bottle line is a great way to keep your 
skin exfoliated without causing microscopic tears in the skin.

To keep your skin in tip-top shape after the big day,  
continue to get bimonthly facials, and use our medical- 
grade skincare line.” 

ADRIANA MARTINO 
Laser Medical Esthetician and  
Cofounder of Skinney Medspa

BODY & SKINCARE
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HAIR & MAKEUP

Beautiful Girl
Here are professional tips on hair and 
makeup from Warren-Tricomi Salons. 
The bottom line: Don’t leave this to the  
last minute.

“Start working on a hairstyle as soon  
as you finalize your wedding dress.  
At least a month before the actual 
wedding, come in for a trial, which 
takes about two hours. Remember,  
a trial for hair and makeup is separate.”

EDWARD TRICOMI 
Master Stylist and Cofounder  
of Warren-Tricomi Salons

“In terms of  experimenting with hair 
color, definitely start far in advance, 
since it might take a few months  
for you to get used to a new color.” 

JOEL WARREN 
Master Colorist and Cofounder  
of Warren-Tricomi Salons

“The bride should start looking to 
book her makeup artist as soon as she 
sets the date. Trials should be done 
within one year of  that date. Seasons 
can influence a color palette, such as  
a deep red lip for a December wedding. 
The shades of  the bridesmaids’ dresses, 
the shades of  her bouquet, and certain 
colors in the wedding itself  can affect 
the choices of  makeup colors. 

You can never go wrong with a neutral 
palette, and you can never go wrong 
with classic. 

Do any stronger skin treatments weeks 
in advance. Do not ever keep a mask  
or certain serums on before makeup 
application—they might be too heavy 
and destroy the makeup. 

Waxing and shaping of  brows can be 
done a day in advance. All brides might 
need their brows cleaned up a bit the 
day of.” 

SANDY LINTER 
Lancôme at Warren–Tricomi Salons



pinterest.com/properfun

A
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of  sophistication. But what about  
your father? Borrow a handkerchief,  
his favorite tie to wrap around your 
bouquet, or a cuff  link as a bouquet 
charm. For winter weddings, a fur stole 
from a family member is also a favorite.

something blue stands for purity, love, 
and fidelity. Why be subtle? Pair your 
wedding dress with blue shoes to make 
a fashion statement, use blue stitching 
on a monogram on your veil, or paint 
your nails or toes with blue polish.  
For a subtle look, add a colorful blue 
under layer to the skirt of  your dress,  
tuck a blue flower into your bouquet,  
or wrap it in blue ribbon. And blue  
sapphires never fail to make a blushing 
bride shine her own shade of  blue.

Something Old    
Something New

“SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW,  
    SOMETHING BORROWED, SOMETHING  
         BLUE, A SIXPENCE IN YOUR SHOE.”

Asweet Victorian rhyme from 1898 
started the tradition, and ever since, 
millions of  brides have taken the 
now-famous words to heart when 
getting ready for their big day. Good 
luck charms for the bride to carry  
can be as personal and unique as the 
bride herself.

something old represents continuity. 
It’s easy to stylishly incorporate old  
or vintage items into a wedding  
look. Family or vintage jewelry worn 

traditionally, incorporated into a 
hairstyle as a clip or brooch, or tied or 
wrapped around your bouquet adds 
instant sparkle; a favorite pair of  shoes, 
perhaps, instead of  a new pair you have 
to break in, or a vintage wedding dress. 
A religious memento such as an old 
Bible or a locket displaying a photo of  
loved ones no longer with you. If  all 
else fails, an English sixpence or a very 
old American dime, also silver, in your 
shoe or on a chain can be discreetly 
hidden from view.

something new stands for  
optimism for the future. Most brides 
settle for a new wedding dress and 
shoes. But for an extra-special touch, 
add your new initials to a seam on  
your wedding dress or embroider them 
on a handkerchief  that might come  
in handy as emotions run high on your 
day. A new house key can be nestled 
among the flowers in your bouquet, or 
wrap a tiny charm around the stems 
featuring an engagement photo of  the 
“new” couple.

something borrowed symbolizes 
borrowed happiness. It is quite  
common to borrow something from  
a family member—your mother’s 
wedding dress, your grandmother’s  
veil, or a clutch that adds a touch  
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 Floral Decor
In today’s world of  social media, you can get a thousand 
floral images at the drop of  a hat. As impressive as 
they might look, they often don’t reflect your style or 
your budget. Instead of  coming in with specific ideas 
and settling, consider the style you want and then let 
the florist make the floral selection that best fits the 
statement you want to create within your budget.

I like to sit with a bride and digest the feeling they want to 
project for their wedding so that we can, in turn, enhance 
that with the floral decor. If  someone decides to have a 
hip, rocking party versus a traditional vibe, we’ll make the 
flowers go in that same direction.

True Love  
in  Bloom
Flowers are a personal expression of taste.  
Tom Sakas, owner of Gramercy Park Flower  
Shop, has consulted with hundreds of brides 
on their floral design needs.



The Bouquet
I consider the bride’s bouquet the most important floral 
aspect of  a wedding and firmly believe she should get 
what she wants to carry. For this reason, we always talk 
about the bouquet first. It should be seen as an accessory 
to the dress, not just a bunch of  flowers to hold in 
your hand. Brides spend a lot of  time perfecting the look 
they want in terms of  makeup, hair, dress, and shoes.  
For that timeless, classic photograph they will keep for-
ever, you need to consider the bouquet as an accessory. 

A lot of  brides come in and talk about specific colors 
before taking into consideration their makeup colors,  
skin tone, or color of  the dress. You can’t have a red 
bouquet if  you are wearing pale pink lipstick. It all has  
to come together in one picture, so it has to be thought 
out that way too.

The general rule to follow is the simpler the dress, the 
more interesting the bouquet can be. You don’t want the 
flowers to “fight” the dress design and distract from it.  
If  you have an ornate dress, keep the bouquet simple and 
clean with one or two varieties of  flowers.

The way you hold a bouquet is all a matter of  personal 
style. A round bouquet needs two hands if  it is held  
in front of  you, or one if  held to the side. Long stems  
are cradled in one arm. It all depends on the look you  
are after.

Keep your bouquet out of  the heat to keep it looking  
as fresh as possible. Schedule photographs as closely 
as possible to the ceremony, especially if  it is a sunny day 
and you are taking them outside. The less you move the 
bouquet, the better. Keep it or return it to the box or vase 
it came in between photo sessions.

To preserve your bouquet, find a cool, dry, dark place at 
home and hang it upside down to dry. Use a rubber band 
around the stems as they will shrink as they dry. And 
remember, some flowers dry better than others, so ask 
ahead of  time if  this is a big concern for you.

FLOWERS FOR THE WEDDING DAY
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PURE LUXURY
PURE BERMUDA

HAMILTON PRINCESS 
& BEACH CLUB

Stay and Dine package starting from $399
•  Dinner for 2 at Marcus’ – (the spectacular new restaurant from celebrity chef Marcus Samuelsson) 

with  5 courses plus beverage pairing 

• Signed Copy of Marcus’ book Off Duty

• Daily Breakfast for Two at Crown & Anchor

Terms and Conditions: one dinner for 2 per stay is included, in a Deluxe Garden View room (based on double occupancy)
Restrictions: minimum 2 night stay; minimum advance booking 3 days 
Deposit: 1 night, non-refundable deposit
Book by December 24th, 2015. Stay before December 30th, 2015.
Taxes, gratuities and resort fees are extra.

Book your stay now by calling our toll-free number 866-540-4447
www.TheHamiltonPrincess.com

03  FAIR_10403323_Hamilton_Princess_HAUTE CYAN

 4/c ad HAUTE LIFE MAGENTA

  8.25" x 10.875" YELLOW

 100%  Fairmont  8.5" x 11.125" BLACK

Ju l8  Bruce  10403323  7.75" x 10.375"

Jul 6/15  TL  100%  



banded together  

Choosing the  
Perfect  Ring

What could be more romantic than an engagement ring? 
But given the choices, how do you even start the process to 

find the perfect one? Here, two jewelry authorities discuss 
the merits of traditional styles versus a more modern look.
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RINGS FOR THE CLASSIC BRIDE

put a ring on it

A Conversation 
with Maurice  
Assoulin, Owner  
of Maurice Fine 
Jewelry
Deciding on engagement rings  
and wedding jewelry is a very  
personal choice. Why go with  
a more traditional approach?
Yes, wedding jewelry is incredibly 
personal as it is a representation of  
the couple’s promise to each other.  
It plays a key role in their wedding 
ceremony, and it is something they 
should feel proud to wear every  
day for the rest of  their lives. The 
engagement ring symbolizes so much 
for the couple that it makes sense  
to incorporate their own family’s 
traditions or traditions from any part 
of  the world to play a part in the 
selection process. There is something 
magical about picking a style that  
you know so many others have  
felt the same love for during that  
special time.

What advice would you give to 
someone shopping for rings?
The 4 Cs—cut, color, clarity, and 
carat—are always a great first step 
because they help the shopper 
understand what they are looking at 
and remove a lot of  the stress of  ring 
shopping. Once that scientific part  
is covered, we move onto the more 
abstract emotions that go into such 
an important piece of  jewelry. We 
educate our customers as much as 

possible because time and time  
again, we see them go home with 
something different from what they 
originally thought they wanted. It  
is hard to put into words what it feels 
like to connect a couple with the 
perfect ring, but the best piece of  
advice would be to follow your heart 
over your head when it comes time 
to make the final decision.

Why do traditional-looking rings 
never go out of vogue?
For the same reason that any incredi-
ble style never fully leaves the  
fashion world. We see the same type  
of  cycles of  diamond cuts and ring 
settings rise and fall in popularity,  
but engagements and weddings bring 

traditions to the forefront of   
one’s mind. At the end of  the day,  
you want to be just as excited  
to wear your ring when you are  
100 years old as the first day  
you put it on your finger—you  
want something timeless.

What would you recommend  
as a bridesmaid gift?
It is always a balancing act when  
you are buying something for  
several different women. We see  
the most success when the items  
are simple and elegant, like a small 
pendant, a pair of  stud earrings,  
or a tennis bracelet. The gift should 
be a reflection of  the bride and  
her wedding. 



outside the circle 

Breaking Tradition 
with Lepa  
Galeb-Roskopp,  
Designer & Founder 
of Misahara 
Although approached many times  
in the past to create engagement 
rings, Lepa Galeb-Roskopp always  
hesitated to do so. She felt  
compelled to stay true to traditional 
design elements, and this was not  
a sensibility about which she was 
passionate. That changed this  
past Christmas while she was on  
vacation in South Africa.

“I found myself  spending a lot of  
time in nature, and that is when it 
came to me—the beauty of  nature’s 
wild flowers and how they mimic 
life. They are planted, they grow,  
they blossom, and they leave a lasting 
image on those who admire their 
beauty. Every sentiment is expressed 
in one form or another by these 
delicate blooms that expose their 
unique personalities through the 
petals. And that is how the Petals 
Collection was planted, if  you will.

With flowers as my inspiration,  
I drew a modern-day interpretation 
of  an engagement ring to represent 
that lasting love. I love combining 
precious and semiprecious  
gemstones—another part of  Mother 
Nature—into color stories that 
recreate the spectacular scenery in 
the natural world.

The landscape of  consumerism has 
changed dramatically over the last  
10 years, and women have more 
choices than ever at their fingertips, 
to express who they are and what 
they stand for. I’ve always admired  
the late Alexander McQueen for 
breaking traditional rules and 
creating pieces for women who are 
forward thinking with a quasi-rebel-
lious tone. I wanted this collection 
of  engagement rings to offer 
another choice to the modern 
woman who pushes the boundaries 
of  style and tradition to create a  
look that is uniquely her own, and  
to give the men in their lives  
choices of  engagement rings that 
honor these women. 

Deciding on an engagement ring  
is a very personal decision. I would 
tell every couple to be true to 
themselves. Just as they chose one 
another for all the reasons that made 
sense, choose a ring that tells your 
own unique story of  who you  
are as a woman and a couple. There  
is a sexiness in the confidence it  
takes in breaking a traditional mold 
in a modern-day society. It is not 
relevant whether or not someone 
else admires your choice; it only 
matters that the choice tells  
your own personal story for years  
to come.”

RINGS FOR THE MODERN BRIDE
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Bridesmaid
the petal cufflink  

“There is nothing more 
modern than a woman 

wearing cufflinks  
with a beautiful blouse.  
This look has an edge  

to it that speaks fashion,  
confidence, and polish.”

Groomsman
the petal cufflink  

“This is what I love about  
my collection—there are  

no rules. Modern-day  
men have a penchant  

for fashion and a unique  
style. A wedding  

is a perfect occasion  
for these types of men to 

literally wear their  
hearts on their sleeves—

and shirts!”

gifts 
for the
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1–3) THE PLAZA LEGACY COLLECTION: JEWELRY FASHIONED FROM 
CHANDELIERS OF THE PLAZA. MATCHING BACCARAT NECKLACE, BRACELET, 
AND EARRINGS  4) THE PLAZA SHAVING SET  5) THE PLAZA PASSPORT  
HOLDER IN BLACK AND IN TAN  6) PAIR OF THE PLAZA FLUTES  7) PLUSH ROBE   
8) THE PLAZA STERLING SILVER BRACELET AND CHARM 

Gifts
1

2

3

7

FROM THE PLAZA BOUTIQUE
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Assouline  
Wedding Book
The ultimate gift: a one-of- 
a-kind wedding book created  
by Bespoke Bindery and  
exclusively available through 
Assouline at The Plaza Hotel  
boutique. Paying homage to  
the time-honored craft of 
book-binding, accomplished 
binder Paul Vogel works entirely 
by hand using only the finest 
archival-quality materials and 
century-old equipment. From 
monogrammed, embossed 
personalization to custom 
colors, covers, and casing using 
naturally tanned leather and 
handmade endpapers from 
artisans in Paris, Florence, and 
New York, Assouline invites you 
to craft the perfect memory 
keeper of that special couple’s 
perfect day.

4

8

65
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COUTURE KIDS: 
ALL GROWN UP 
“Weddings are a wonderful way to make children feel  
important. Weddings exude celebration and joy; children  
feel that and want to be a part of  it. Every little girl wants  
to be Cinderella, and every boy Prince Charming. You want  
to give them a fairy-tale experience while keeping it simple 
and fun.

Kids absolutely love being a part of  big events. The key  
is to help them fit in without losing their youthful vibrancy. 
Translate this into ladylike dresses for girls and classic  
pieces for boys.

Brightly colored dresses with prints and simple lines accen-
tuate an angelic look. Silk is always formal, comfortable, and 
timeless. Single-color textured dresses with ruffles or strong 
accents add personality and a little extra kick. It helps them 
blend in while keeping their uniqueness.”

DIANE PARISELLA 
Couture Kids

1 Versace  
floral-printed 
dress with ruffled  
sleeves and a  
purple neckline— 
fun and festive!

2 Cavalli silk pink 
dress with ruffles 
and leopard upper: 
classic and hip!

3 Fendi yellow  
dress with a 
feminine collar. 

WEDDING COUTURE FOR CHILDREN

For boys: The ever 
popular Fendi 
pinstripe suit and 
tuxedo.

A Roberto Cavalli 
all-white layered 
dress with a thin 
leopard tie at the 
waistband.

FOR GIRLS

1 2 3





While the couture spotlight usually falls on the bride, right 
beside her is one very dapper groom. At Angelo Galasso,  
the way men dress is constantly redefined as they rewrite  
the codes of  men’s style with subtle yet radical innovations,  
using only the finest fabrics.

“A formal wedding dictates a certain dress code. For  
the groom, that means a black, gray, or blue tuxedo. Wear  
it with a white shirt with crystal buttons and matching  
cufflinks, a black bow tie, and black patent leather shoes.

Try a tuxedo made out of  silk shantung. It gives the 
suit the correct look and amazing shape.

Groomsmen wear a suit or tuxedo that is 
the same color as the groom’s, but their 
bow ties need to match the brides-
maids’ dresses.

Start the process of  fittings for both 
the groom and his groomsmen at  
least a good three months before  
the wedding to ensure the tailoring  
is impeccably done to your taste.  
It takes about 9 to 10 weeks for  
the suit to be made. After that, 
come in for a first fitting to make 
any small adjustments, and then  
a second fitting one to two 
weeks later. Finally, pick up your 
suit the week of  the wedding.” 

ENRICO PEDICO 
GM, Angelo Galasso

WEDDING COUTURE FOR MEN

ANGELO  
GALASSO:  
THE MEASURE  
OF A MAN
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Something 
Delicious!

Great Performances/CPS Events at  
The Plaza continues to raise the bar when 

it comes to providing amazing dishes at 
wedding receptions. These passed canapé 

recipes are sure to wow any crowd. Try 
them out at your next party.
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MARINATED 
HERRING WITH  
DILL + PICKLED 
SHALLOT ON RYE
Yields 24 servings

ingredients

 6 thin slices of rye bread, cut in  
  1-inch rounds and toasted in oven

  Whole-grain mustard

 12 oz. pickled herring (matjes   
  preferred), cut in 1-inch squares

  Pickled shallots (recipe follows)

 1 bunch dill

pickled shallots

 3 cups water

 1 cup distilled white vinegar

 1 small beet, peeled and sliced

 1 tsp. sugar

 1 bay leaf
	 1/2 tsp. salt

 6 small shallots, sliced thin

To Make the Pickled Shallots Bring 
water, vinegar, beets, sugar, bay  
leaf, and salt to a boil in a 2-quart 
saucepan. Simmer, covered, until beet  
is tender, about 20 minutes. Pour  
over sliced shallots and let cool, then  
refrigerate overnight.

To Serve Top rye with a piece of herring, 
mustard, 1 slice of shallot, and 1 small 
sprig of dill. 

MAE MAE BEET  
BURGER WITH  
GOAT CHEESE  
+ SPROUTS ON  
MINI KAISER
Yields 24 servings

ingredients

 1 onion

 3 garlic cloves

     4 to 5 raw beets

 2 tbs. olive oil

 1 roasted beet, cut into chunks   
  and smashed

 11/2 cups rolled oats
	 1/2 cup goat cheese

 1 handful fresh basil leaves,  
  chiffonade
	 1/2 tsp. salt
	 1/2 tsp. pepper

 24 slider buns

 1 handful sprouts

Using a box grater or food processor  
with the grating blades attached, peel  
and grate onions and garlic and sauté 
until translucent. Peel and grate raw  
beets. Place all grated vegetables in  
a large mixing bowl.

Add olive oil, roasted beets, and rolled 
oats and mix everything well. Add goat 
cheese, basil, salt, and pepper and stir  
to combine. Set aside for 30 minutes,  
until the oats soak up the liquid and the 
mixture sets.

Shape the patties with your hands. If the 
mixture is too loose, add more oats. Grill 
the burgers a couple of minutes on each 
side. You can also fry them in a frying pan.

To Serve Place slider on bun and top  
with sprouts.
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GREEN GARLIC  
PANISSE  
WITH ALMOND  
ROMESCO + 
PICKLED CELERY
Yields 35 servings

ingredients

 11/2	 oz. white portion of green garlic

 11/4 tbs. butter

 11/4 tbs. extra-virgin olive oil

 11/4 cups whole milk

 1 tbs. kosher salt
	 1/2	 cup sifted chickpea flour

 1 Meyer lemon

  Grape seed oil, for deep frying

 1 handful micro celery

Line a sheet pan with oiled  
parchment paper.

Split the garlic lengthwise and rinse 
carefully to remove any dirt. Dry the garlic 
on a towel, then slice it as thinly as 
possible. Melt the butter with the olive oil, 
add the garlic, cover with a piece of 
parchment paper (cartouche), and cook 
over low heat until translucent.

Transfer to a large pot and add the milk 
and salt. Increase the heat to medium- 
high and slowly add the chickpea flour 
while whisking constantly to avoid lumps. 
Cook over high heat until the mixture 
begins pulling away from the sides of the 
pan and the starchy flavor has cooked out.

Pour the dough onto the prepared pan 
and spread evenly. Zest the lemon over 
the entire surface. Place plastic wrap 
directly on top of the panisse to prevent  
a skin from forming.

Refrigerate for about 1 hour, until 
completely set. Cut into desired shapes.

Heat the grape seed oil to 350°F and fry 
the panisse pieces in small batches for 
about 30 seconds, until golden brown 
and crispy. Drain on paper towels.

PICKLED CELERY

ingredients

 1 bunch celery, stalks only

 3 cups rice wine vinegar

  Salt to taste

  Sugar to taste

Slice celery lengthwise, at a bias, about  
a quarter inch. Place in a jar filled half 
with water and half with rice wine vinegar. 
Add salt and sugar to taste. Let rest for  
a few hours.

ALMOND ROMESCO

ingredients

 1 cup piquillo peppers
	 3/4 cup almonds, slivered
	 1/4 cup sherry vinegar

  Salt and pepper to taste

Mix all ingredients in food  
processor until smooth.

To Serve the Panisse  
When ready to serve, place  
a dab of romesco on top  
of the panisse and garnish  
with pickled celery and  
micro celery.

THE WEDDING FEAST



Cocktail options for weddings  
held day or night, courtesy of Luis  
Antonio Thompson, Beverage  
Director, Great Performances/CPS 
Events at The Plaza.

Let’s Toast!

COCKTAILS
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MANGO 
MATRIMONY
Inspired by evening ceremonies, this 
strikes the perfect chord of sweet, tangy, 
savory, and spicy.

ingredients

 11/2 oz. spiced rum

 1 oz. mango–habanero shrub  
  (recipe follows)

 1 oz. mango purée
	 3/4	 oz. fresh-squeezed orange juice
	 1/2	 oz. orange liqueur

  Dash lime juice
	 1/4	 tsp. ground cumin
	 1/8 tsp. grated pink peppercorns

In cocktail shaker with ice, shake all  
ingredients. Strain over ice into double 
rocks glass. Garnish with pink pepper-
corns and a mango slice.

MANGO–HABANERO SHRUB

Peel and chop into chunks 10 soft, ripe, 
large mangoes and 1 habanero pepper. 
Discard mango seeds. Place in bowl  
and completely coat with granulated 
sugar. Cover with plastic wrap and 
refrigerate for 48 hours. Remove from 
refrigerator—the majority should be 
liquefied. Strain liquid and discard mango 
and habanero pieces to yield approxi-
mately 2 cups syrup. Add 3/4 cup ponzu 
citrus vinegar. Full yield is approximately 
23/4 cups shrub.

 ECLIPSE
Perfect for evening receptions as  
a welcome beverage, this is inspired  
by the colors of the sunset.

ingredients

 1 oz. fresh-pressed beet juice

 11/2 oz. fresh-squeezed tangerine juice
	 1/2 oz. Combier L’Original Liqueur 
  d’Orange

 2 oz. sparkling rosé Champagne

In cocktail shaker, combine beet juice, 
tangerine juice, and Combier  
L’Original Liqueur d’Orange. Shake  
and strain into champagne flute.  
Top with sparkling rosé Champagne.  
Garnish with sliced beet.

BRIGHT  
MORNING
A light, savory option that’s ideal  
for late a.m./early p.m. ceremonies.

ingredients

 2 oz. basil and roasted sweet  
  red pepper–infused gin  
  (recipe follows)
	 3/8 oz. demerara syrup (recipe follows)

 11/2 oz. purée of roasted yellow peppers
	 3/8 oz. fresh squeezed lemon juice

 2 shakes orange bitters

In cocktail shaker, combine infused  
gin, demerara syrup, yellow pepper purée, 
and lemon juice. Shake and pour over  
ice into tall glass. Add 2 shakes of orange 
bitters. Garnish with red pepper slice  
and a basil stalk.

BASIL AND ROASTED SWEET  
RED PEPPER–INFUSED GIN

Infuse 1 liter bottle of gin with 20 basil 
leaves and 5 roasted sweet red peppers 
for 2 days, shaking occasionally. Strain  
gin into clean glass bottle.

DEMERARA SYRUP

Take 2 cups demerara sugar and 2 cups 
filtered water and simmer over low heat 
for 10 minutes. Let cool. Store in clean 
glass bottle. Yields approximately 1/2 liter  
of syrup.

<<
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SUNKISSED
A refreshing tart and tangy recipe  
that’s perfect for a sunny afternoon.

ingredients

 11/2 oz. clementine-infused vodka  
  (recipe follows)

 11/2 oz. fresh-squeezed pink  
  grapefruit juice
	 3/8 oz. Champagne vinegar

 11/2 oz. rich brown sugar and  
  mint syrup (recipe follows)

 3 mint leaves

 3 dashes angostura bitters

In cocktail shaker, combine all ingredi-
ents. Shake vigorously and strain into 
Champagne coupe glass. Garnish with 
lemon wheel.

CLEMENTINE-INFUSED GIN 

Peel skin off 12 clementines and slice  
into thin rounds. Infuse 1 liter bottle  
of vodka with clementines for three days, 
shaking occasionally. Strain vodka into 
clean glass bottle.

RICH BROWN SUGAR  
AND MINT SYRUP

Take 21/2 cups natural brown sugar,  
12 mint leaves, and 2 cups filtered water 
and simmer over low heat for 10 minutes. 
Let cool. Store in clean glass bottle.  
Yields approximately 1/2 liter of syrup.

<<



Full-service music, entertainment, & event production

Destination wedding specialists

hanklane.com NYC: 212.767.0600 Long Island: 516.626.8300 NJ: 973.712.0100 FL: 561.750.3555



SET YOUR 
NIGHT  
TO MUSIC
Hank Lane Music and  
Productions is the  
recommended music partner 
for The Plaza, offering a  
variety of bands, groups, and 
combos to accommodate  
any musical styling. Here,  
Erik Marshall, managing 
partner of the NYC office as 
well as bandleader of the  
Erik Marshall Band, waltzes  
you through the key points  
to consider while selecting  
music for your wedding.

When to Start Planning
If  you have your heart set on a particu-
lar band, plan early because they  
can only play one wedding a night! 

How to Pick Your Band
Just because someone has a nice voice 
doesn’t automatically translate into a 
really fun wedding experience. You need 
an expert at timing, putting the right 
music in at the right spot, controlling 
the flow of  a party and reading the 
crowd, and adjusting the volume so 
guests can also enjoy conversations. 
Consider instead a band with a reputa-
tion and a personal recommendation. 
Likewise, see if  they have experience 
playing in your venue of  choice. 

During the Ceremony
It is helpful for the musicians to have a 
line of  sight to the bridal party as they 
walk down the aisle so they can pace 
everything correctly. That is a big part 
of  the musical element in this part of  
the wedding—not just having certain 

songs played but what part of  that song 
is played when to create a perfect flow 
with the timeline of  the ceremony.

Dancing and Dining
There is no right or wrong answer to 
when to eat and when to dance as long 
everyone is having fun! The band must 
work in conjunction with the hotel 
staff  to accomplish this. When you 
have someone in control of  the guests 
having a good time, it doesn’t really 
matter if  you eat early and then dance, 
or go back and forth.

Worry Less, Dance More!
You can’t just write out a set list for 
your wedding and expect it to magically 
happen that way. The music doesn’t 
have to all be planned out—it has to 
take on a life of  its own. People do get 
bored of  one certain style, so shake it 
up! Guests thrive on those sponta-
neous, unexpected moments of  pure 
magic, and if  you hire the right 
musicians they will make that happen!
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Happıly Ever  
Beginnings

THE  
PLAZA  

LOVE  
STORIES

A couple of Kennedys and countless celebrities  
have chosen to tie the knot at The Plaza. 
Fairytale weddings happen every week at  
The Plaza, and they are all completely unique.  
Here are four breathtaking love stories that  
took place in this iconic building this past year.
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Lisa &  
Andrew  
Silverman
The Ultimate  
New York Couple

I t was the perfect fit: A wedding at 
The Plaza for the true definition of  a 

New York couple. With Lisa from Long 
Island and Andrew from Westchester, 
The Plaza represented exactly who they 
were: hardworking and successful, and 
incredibly warm and fun to be around. 
Right from the beginning, the whole 
family agreed that this wedding was 
going to be elegant and perfectly classic. 
Most important, they wanted their 
guests to enjoy every moment as much 
as they would.

Wearing a stunning Monique Lhuillier 
wedding dress, Lisa and Andrew were 
married in The Terrace Room. The 
cocktail hour took place in the Grand 
Ballroom Foyer, where the couple’s 
specialty cocktails were served in 
abundance while guests enjoyed passed 
truffled foie gras, potato pancakes  
with caviar, and a beautiful raw bar and 
sushi station. 

For the first time as husband and wife, 
Mr. and Mrs. Silverman were introduced 
into the Grand Ballroom and went 
into their first dance to “One” by 
Elton John, followed by an adorable 
choreographed number to “Treasure” 
by Bruno Mars. Suddenly everyone was 
on their feet and headed to the dance 
floor. Like true New Yorkers, Lisa and 
Andrew kept the party going until the 
wee hours of  the morning with a DJ  
at their after-party. ph
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A lyssa and Andrew always 
envisioned their wedding as 

untraditional. And while a lot of  people 
believe that The Plaza is anything  
but that, this couple knew they could 
accomplish something extraordinary.

Ellen Black of  Lehr & Black designed 
one of  the best save the dates ever:  
a caricature of  Andrew and Alyssa 
outside of  the hotel. It captured the 
mood they wanted to set for their 
wedding—elegant with a twist of  fun! 
Erik Marshall of  Hank Lane created  
a playful and fun vibe for the evening’s 
entertainment, and Rick Bardari from 
Foremost Kosher Caterers planned that 
sophisticated yet untraditional menu  
for the night, welcoming guests with a 
cheese and chocolate opening recep-
tion, where Champagne and espresso 

Alyssa &  
Andrew Kaplan
Breaking from Tradition

were passed to start the night off  with 
pure decadence. 

In the Grand Ballroom, it was apparent 
this was not your typical traditional 
wedding as Ed Libby’s team had created 
an oasis of  gold and ivory lounge 
furniture around a large dance floor. 
There was an eclectic mix of  old-world 
sofas mixed with new and modern 
chairs, and tents that covered the few 
traditional tables and chairs. Waiters 
passed small plates while large stations 
featured sushi, a duck three ways, and 
Peter Luger Steakhouse. Bartenders 
made margaritas at specialty bar carts 
that showcased specialty tequilas. It was 
the night that Andrew and Alyssa had 
dreamed of  from the very beginning:  
a beautiful, elegant wedding that was 
totally their own! 
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L auren always knew she wanted to 
have her wedding in her home-

town of  Manhattan, but there was one 
caveat: she and her fiancé, David, had 
recently moved to London for work. 
And so they asked her parents to plan 
their dream wedding for them.

In The Terrace Room, the chuppah was 
dressed in gorgeous strands of  crystals 
with white orchids flowing in between, 
and Gail Curtis of  Curtis Music had 
written a spectacular ceremony proces-
sional music list to which the couple 
were married.

Cocktail hour started in The Palm 
Court, where bellinis and caviar were 
passed as guests dined on a seafood 
bar with an ice tower of  shrimp 
cocktail and oysters, among many other 

dishes. Then, in the Grand Ballroom, 
the sound of  Bobby Attiko’s Band drew 
them into a soft romantic, modern lush 
oasis of  all-white orchids, hydrangeas, 
and roses. Candles seemed to float 
around the room; gorgeous silver, 
sparkly table linens and mirrored table 
tops made everything shine! A mirrored 
bar adorned the main stage, complete 
with lounge furniture, while the most 
spectacular chandelier adorned with 
hundreds of  white orchids overflowing 
from the top hung in the middle of  
ballroom. Later, as the guests dined, 
Bobby Attiko sang the most glorious, 
chill-worthy operatic tunes. But the 
night didn’t end there—the after-party 
kicked off  in The Rose Club and lasted 
until the early morning. 

Lauren &  
David Dorman 
For the Love of Family
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Amanda  
& Jason  
Warsavsky
Meant to Be

When Amanda saw the Grand 
Ballroom for the first time,  

she couldn’t contain her excitement. 
This was the place in which she wanted  
to get married—incidentally the same 
spot her parents had chosen for their 
own wedding years ago. It was just 
meant to be.

A stately three-arched chuppah with 
cascades of  white orchids was erected 
for the ceremony. Amanda’s father 
walked his own bride down the aisle 
first and then came back to walk with his 
daughter. It was a beautiful moment. 

Deep purple orchids and navy blue 
table linens were the design focus 
during a rosè Champagne and caviar 
cocktail hour. Then guests were led into 
the Grand Ballroom for a feast for the 
eyes: an oasis of  white orchids, white 
Louis XVI–style chairs, and the most 
spectacular floral chandelier hanging 
over an all-white dance floor! Harris 
Lane’s 24-piece band kicked off  the 
night with Frank Sinatra’s “New York, 
New York.”

Later, guests were escorted back to the 
Grand Ballroom Foyer, which was 
transformed into a trendy lounge with 
red-hot chandeliers and chaise 
lounges—an homage to a posh lounge 
in Las Vegas, where the couple first 
met. The DJ rocked the rest of  the 
night while guests nibbled on mini 
bagels and lox, mini egg muffins, and  
a killer ice cream station along with 
Bloody Marys, mimosas, and bellinis.
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BERMUDA 
The Hamilton  
Princess
The Hamilton Princess & Beach Club 
overlooks the stunning blue waters of  
the Hamilton Harbor in Bermuda.  
The Pink Palace is an urban oasis where 
luxury and modern sensibility meets 
history, and it couldn’t be more ideal for 
honeymooning couples who are given 
the royal treatment the moment they 
step foot on the property. 

As part of  its more than $90 million 
renovation, the hotel features a new 
60-berth Princess Marina, the largest  
on the island; a new harbor-side 1609 
Bar & Restaurant, where you can dine 
outdoors and take in panoramic views 
of  the sunset over Hamilton Harbor;  
a stunning infinity pool; and renovated 
luxury guest rooms. Marcus’, a new 

signature restaurant by celebrity chef  
Marcus Samuelsson, recently opened  
on the premises, as well as a new lobby 
restaurant, Crown & Anchor. Later this 
year, upgrades will be made to the spa, 
gym, hotel lobby, retail corridor, and  
lap pool.

Honeymooners can enjoy the hotel’s 
pop-up beach club on the island’s 
dramatic South Shore, where they can 
lounge, swim, or snorkel or partake in  
a wide range of  water sports, including 
diving, jet skis, paddle boards, or a even  
a water canon to cool off. Or easily  
jet around the island to enjoy a range  
of  activities, such as relaxing on  
the pink-sand beaches to exploring  
the lively nightlife of  downtown 
Hamilton.

Honeymoon  
Destinations
 FROM SEA  
 TO CITY
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NEW YORK CITY  
The Plaza
What could be more romantic than  
The Plaza Hotel, a spot synonymous 
with special occasions? From the 
movies it has been featured in; to the 
glamorous couples, such as Elizabeth 
Taylor and Richard Burton, who have 
stayed there; to its immortalization  
in F. Scott Fitzgerald’s classic novel  
The Great Gatsby—The Plaza, much  
like love itself, is here to stay.

With 150 suites to choose from, The 
Plaza offers luxury like no other New 
York destination. The Fitzgerald Suite, 
popular among honeymooning couples, 
is a dramatic Art Deco space that 
channels all the dynamism and romance 
of  the Jazz Age. Meticulously designed 
by Academy Award–winner Catherine 
Martin, it is an ode to Fitzgerald’s life 
and his time at The Plaza, replete in 
1920s details from Odeon Glass Fringe 
chandeliers and Vogue and Vanity  

Fair photographs that adorn the walls. 
Couples take home a set of  The  
Plaza branded “his and her” flasks  
as a memento. 

With such suite choices as The  
Royal Plaza and The Royal Terrace 
Suite, and duplexes that overlook 
Central park or offer stunning views 
of  Fifth Avenue, there is an option  
to suit every fancy! 

Romance is part of  The Plaza’s history. 
Getting married, spending your first 
night together there, and then coming 
back year after year to celebrate your 
anniversary is a tradition at The Plaza 
that continues. As a landmark hotel, its 
not going anywhere, and so while you  
only get married once, it’s nice to know  
you can go back to that special place 
every year to relive those memories.
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The Plaza 
Weddings 

BY THE  
NUMBERS

no. 1 
wedding  
song of 2014:
John Legend’s “All of Me”

2
dresses 
is the number of dresses a  
bride will typically wear on her 
wedding day—it has become 
common to have a second dress 
for later in the evening or at  
the after-party.

9 to 12
months
is the suggested time to book 
your wedding in advance,  
but it can be completely planned  
out in only 4 weeks (this is not 
suggested for the faint-hearted)!

10th
month
is the most popular month 
(October) to get married  
at The Plaza.

40
people
composed the largest  
wedding party processional 
hosted at The Plaza.

60
weddings
is the average number  
of weddings per year  
at The Plaza.

80%
couples
hold both their ceremony  
and reception at The Plaza.

18,253
slices of 
wedding cake
served at The Plaza last year.

54,394
glasses of 
champagne
poured at The Plaza  
weddings last year.

millions
of flowers 
displayed at The Plaza  
weddings last year!ph
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Sound   Bites

What is the craziest wedding cake request 
you have ever had? 
I once had a request to make 16 different cakes 
for one ceremony. There was one huge cake that 
was about seven to eight feet tall, and the others 
were each about three to four feet tall. We had to 
go onsite to finish the cakes since they were too 
big to deliver.

What is the tallest croquembouche you have 
been commissioned to make for a wedding?
One that was seven feet tall. It’s very difficult 
to make a tall croquembouche because they can 
collapse with humidity.

What is the most popular dessert you  
make to serve at wedding dessert stations?
Individual or mini pastries, where guests can have 
small bites of  different flavors.

A third-generation pastry chef growing up on the French Riviera, François Payard’s 
desire to travel and discover new sights, smells, and flavors brought him to New 
York in 1990, and he never left. His reputation in this city had been cemented with 
recognition from The James Beard Foundation as well as four-star reviews at the 
various restaurants in which he had worked—including Le Bernardin and Daniel—
before he branched out on his own to open up in five locations in New York alone, 
along with several others around the world.
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Most popular macaron flavor you sell?
Vanilla and salted caramel.

You did not grow up in New York, but  
it has been your home for years. What  
continues to amaze you about this city?
That this is a city that never stops and is always 
looking for something new and even better.

What is your favorite childhood candy bar?
I loved and still love Bounty candy bars.

Last cookbook you read?
I’m in the process of  finalizing my fifth cook-
book, Payard Cookies, so I’ve been reading and 
proofreading it over and over before publication.

Best advice to a young pastry chef?
Always keep learning. The best thing about  
this business is that it never stops, and you  
can always learn new tricks and tips. It’s  
important to stay fresh and be in the loop.

What do you never leave home without?
My motorcycle helmet and keys.

Your favorite digestif to enjoy or pair with  
a chocolate dessert?
Cognac.

Latest ingredient obsession?
I’ve been cooking a lot with kale, because it’s  
so easy to cook it many different ways. I try to  
eat healthy when I’m at home.

Cast away on a desert island, what luxury 
item would you take?
An iPad, so I could play music.

Tell us a secret...
I’d rather eat cookies and ice cream than  
a fancy plated dessert any day!

A Fairmont Managed Hotel
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